CHAPTER IV
THE BATTLE OF FLANDERS
MAY 21
The German spearhead reaches the Channel Nazi motor-
ized units have taken Pfronne and Amiens and followed the
Somme down to Abbeville. They do not encounter any strong
forces here and continue at full speed toward Boulogne. They
also take Arras, The Belgian, British and French troops in
western Belgium and northeastern France are thus cut off
between the German columns and the Channel. The number
is estimated by the German High Command at up to a million
men. On the southern side of the great pocket, Rethel falls
to the invaders. The furthest point of German penetration
in the direction of Paris is not known precisely.
Premier Reynaud makes an important address in the after-
noon to the French Senate. He says that "the country is in
danger" and that it is his duty to tell the truth about what
has happened. He begins by explaining the main elements of
the French defense position as it was at the start of this
campaign:
"Holland, Belgium and Luxembourg having been invaded,
the left wing of the French Army left its fortifications between
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